
A VOLUNTARY LOCAL REVIEW OF PROGRESS IN 2019



The City of Los Angeles is 

implementing the SDGs

● Mayor Eric Garcetti adopted the SDGs and 

has committed the City to localize 

implementation.

● Los Angeles published its first Voluntary 

Local Review on progress towards the 

SDGs during the High Level Political Forum 

in July 2019. 

SPONSOR

PARTNERS

LA

Sustainable development matters at the local 

level…and as a City, we understand how to 

mobilize the services and stakeholders that will 

help us achieve the Goals
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Student Cohorts and Interns

LA
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Why the SDGs in LA? 

LA

1. Los Angeles is part of a global community and part of the 

shared agenda for progress.

2. Mapping our programs to the SDGs helps us identify gaps 

that may exist.

3. We embrace a common language with other cities, both 

international and domestic. 

4. Measuring our progress on the SDGs helps us to be more 

data-driven and transparent.
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How to implement the SDGs at the local level:

LA

PHASE 1: MAPPING AND 

ALIGNMENT TO THE SDGS
How does our current activity align to the 

SDGs?

PHASE 2: GAP ANALYSIS
Where do we have gaps in current activity?

PHASE 3: LOCALIZATION
Do we need to add context and priorities 

unique to LA?

PHASE 4: MOBILIZATION
How can we drive new initiatives, 

partnerships, or investments to accelerate 

the Goals? 

STEP 1: SORT

STEP 2: THE “GOLDEN RULE”

STEP 3: REVISE OR REPLACE

STEP 4: NEW TARGETS

STEP 5: VALIDATION
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Mapping and Alignment to the SDGs

LA

80 

indicators

95 

indicators

121 

indicators
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LA’s First Voluntary Local Review

LA
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LA’s First Voluntary Local Review

LA
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Los Angeles Target Localization

LA

1

2

3

4
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

14 targets not 

applicable

72 targets literal

81 targets revised

4 targets replaced

1 target added
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0
NOT 

APPLICABLE

Target Localization Examples

LA

1
LITERAL

2
REVISED

3
REPLACED

4
ADDED

Target 10.a Improve the 

regulation and monitoring of global 

financial markets and institutions 

and strengthen the implementation 

of such regulations

Target 5.1 End all forms of 

discrimination against all women 

and girls everywhere

Target 3.6 By 2020 2025, halve 

the number of global deaths and 

injuries from road traffic accidents

eliminate all traffic deaths

Target 8.10 Strengthen

the capacity of domestic financial 

institutions to encourage and 

expand access to banking, 

insurance and financial services for 

all. Encourage the expansion and 

greater access for all to banking, 

insurance and traditional and 

emerging financial services.
Target 5.x End all forms of 

discrimination against LGBTQIA+ 

persons and ensure that 

LGBTQIA+ persons have equal 

access to services, education, and 

employment opportunities
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LA’s First Voluntary Local Review

LA
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LA SDG Data Reporting Platform

177 indicators 

to report  

(76%)

56 indicators 

reported 

(24.0%)

sdgdata.lamayor.org

LA
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Localized Data Reporting

LA

sdgdata.lamayor.org
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Disaggregation at the Local Level

LA

Reporting at the local level allows 

for more detailed disaggregation 

and higher spatial resolution

Target 1.2: By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women 

and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to 

national definitions
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20.4% of LA residents 

are below the national 

poverty line

Hyperlocalized

solutions go beyond 

numbers and highlight 

the equity behind the 

metric
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Use of Open-Source Technology

LA

CODE

● The Data Reporting Platform is built solely on 

open-source technology.

● Other cities and organizations can copy the code 

that was used to build our platform and start 

reporting their own data. 

● The platform allows for multiple contributors –

eventually we can crowdsource data directly into 

our platform. 
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SDG Localization Community of Practice

LA

Los Angeles

US Germany

Rwanda

Armenia
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Cities SDG Data Reporting

How can we lower the barrier into entry?

Data burden 

Time

Political leadership

Tech capacity

1. Shorter list of indicators 

most relevant to cities

What would this list look like?

2. Use of open source 

technology

LA
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Next Steps

Populate and use 

the datasets

Stakeholder 

engagement and 

activity indexing

Mobilization for 

progress

Mobilization will demonstrate the power of the 

SDGs as a common language
LA
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Next Steps: the 

Mobilization Puzzle

LA

academia nonprofit

industry government

● Identify new opportunities for progress

● Sustaining the SDGs at the local level 

require demonstration of value added: about 

delivering results 

● How the SDGs create a shared community

Our struggle for global 

sustainability will be won or lost 

in cities.

19



Resources

LA

Los Angeles SDG Data Reporting Platform

https://sdgdata.lamayor.org

Los Angeles SDG Project Website

https://sdg.lamayor.org

UK SDG Data Reporting Site

https://sustainabledevelopment-uk.github.io/

Open SDG Guide

https://open-sdg.readthedocs.io/en/latest/

Open SDG GitHub Page 

https://github.com/open-sdg/open-sdg
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Contact Us

ANGELA KIM
SDG DATA ASSOCIATE

Mayor’s Office of International Affairs

Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles

sdg@lacity.org I  sdg.lamayor.org I sdgdata.lamayor.org


